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is a matter of history that the Maratha Raja Sivaji's favourite
sword Bhavani was a Genoa blade. Tanjore is now the
chief centre for metal-work, consisting of combinations of
copper and silver, brass and copper, and graven brass.
The crusting of copper with silver figures is a modern
adaptation of an older art, and the demand for these wares
is almost entirely European. Madras has a reputation
for its silver-ware, adapted to European requirements,
with figures of Hindu deities (swamis) crowded together.
Brass trays and plates, into which thin plates of copper are
let in or damascened, with crude representations of gods,
are made at Tirupati. There is also a considerable trade
in small brass and copper deities of local manufacture,
which are sold to pilgrims to the sacred shrine. At Vellore
exists an industry in pierced brass trays with mythological
figures. An interesting type of brass-work is carried on at
Belugunta and other places in Ganjam, in the form of
grotesque animals and human figurines, cast by the cire
perdue process, which are said to be used as wedding
presents by the Kutiya Kondh hill tribe. Pliable brass
fishes are made at Russellkonda. At Sivaganga and
Madura, brass models of lizards, cobras, frogs, and other
animals are made. At Kurumbalur, in the Trichinopoly
district, there is a small industry in the manufacture of
brass trays and vessels inlaid with zinc.
The Gudigars of Mysore are highly skilled carvers in
sandalwood, and were employed during the building of
the Maharaja's new palace at Mysore. The designs of the
cabinets, caskets, etc., which they turn out, are very elaborate
and intricate, and frequently consist of delicate scroll-work
interspersed with figures from the Hindu Pantheon. The
finer portions of the work are sometimes done with tools
made from European umbrella-spokes. At the Cannanore
jail, double coconuts (coco-de-mer) are richly carved, for
use as liquor-cases, with Burmese figures. Coconuts, for